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The View from the Island: 
What’s on the Horizon for VIU
 / Felicia Fischer, Mark Holland rpp, mcip, and Pam Shaw rpp, fcip

1 Master of Community Planning Students 
working in the Dave Witty Studio. 
2 Landscape of Vancouver Island University’s 
Nanaimo campus.

This article marks the second in 
a series of brief insights on ideas 
emerging from British Columbia’s 
planning schools – the University 
of British Columbia, Simon Fraser 
University, Vancouver Island 
University (VIU), and the University 
of Northern BC. In this update from 
VIU’s Master of Community Planning 
Program, we provide an overview of 
the program, highlights of student 
work, and some insight on the 
“wicked questions” currently being 
considered by faculty.

A Brief Overview

VIU's Master of Community Planning 
(MCP) Program was initiated in 2014 
and combines research along with applied 
learning through real-world projects. 
The Program benefits from strong ties 
to the local planning community who 
act as mentors, adjuncts, committee 
members, and guest speakers, offering 
their knowledge and expertise to students. 
The MCP program leverages its location 
and VIU's strong ties to communities to 
equip students with a strong foundation 
of professional and academic skills and 
develop an extensive professional network. 

The Year Ahead
We are welcoming the seventh 
cohort of MCP students in-person in 
September 2021. Some highlights of the 
Program include:

•	All students will be engaged in an 
intensive planning exercise with the 
South End Neighbourhood Association 

during Orientation Week (the first week 
of classes). This is the first of many 
practical, applied opportunities to work 
with First Nations, municipal govern-
ments, and community groups across 
the academic year; 

•	Students have the opportunity to com-
plete an additional six-course Urban 
and Regional Planning Certificate along 
with their degree on a range of specific 
planning topics. Students can then 
graduate with a degree and certificate;

•	Pat Maloney RPP, FCIP is the Program’s 
Practitioner in Residence, and Dave 
Witty RPP, FCIP is our Professor 
Emeritus. The Planning Studio was 
recently renamed as the Dave Witty 
Studio to honor his contributions to 
the Program;

•	The student-initiated and managed 
“Future Plans Journal” (see: https://
www.futureplansjournal.com) continues 
to provide students and faculty with a 
place to publish peer-reviewed articles;
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Among many interesting areas of investigation, faculty are currently 
grappling with the following: 

1.	 How do we change how humans live to reduce consuming resources 
at an unsustainable rate?

2.	 How do we address both the UN Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in real and practical ways to create positive change?

3.	 How do we plan for mass movement of communities as a result of 
the climate crisis?

4.	 How can we create homes for people, along with buildings and public 
spaces, and stop the relentless climb in housing prices?

5.	 What is the impact of digital platforms and misinformation on our 
communities?

6.	 How can we create whole places that include industry, ecosystems, 
recreation and food systems?

7.	 Should we now be considering the “end of the downtown” and the 
“rise of the (15 minute) neighbourhood” as the basic building block 
of a region?

8.	 How do we structure communities to both function as part of larger 
regions accessed by vehicles and as sustainable neighbourhoods 
that focus on local services? 

9.	 How do we create better alignment among all the actors in the 
development of places and spaces? 

10.	 How do we balance planning for cycling with walking and the 
expensive adaptation of cycling infrastructure for a small 
percentage of the population?

Ten Questions on the 
Minds of VIU Faculty

•	The new Professional Indigenous 
Lands Management (PILM) Certificate 
launched in May 2021 in partner-
ship with the National Aboriginal 
Lands Manager Association's 
(NALMA) and will be offered again in 
Summer 2022; and

•	The proposed Indigenous Protected and 
Conserved Areas (IPCA) Certificate, in 
partnership with the IISAAK OLAM 
Foundation (www.iisaakolam.ca/
aboutus) is currently under internal 
review and could welcome its first 
cohort in 2022.

Observations on Planning 
Education Today
Planning education is going through an 
exciting renaissance in BC and, as part 
of that, VIU’s program is undertaking a 
major refinement of curriculum this year. 
The question of “what do young planners 
need to know to be effective in the 21st 
century?” is on the minds of many of us. 

This has led to VIU’s curriculum refine-
ment with many courses being restruc-
tured, content removed or added, add a 
whole new layer of concurrent certificates, 
colloquia and partnerships with industry 
groups, such as the Urban Development 
Institute (UDI). The intent of this work 
is to ensure our students have exposure to 
the widest range of issues and professions 
that we can.  

One of planning’s primary roles is “to 
make order out of chaos” in helping a 
community grapple with challenges and 
opportunities. We believe that “planning 
is the choreography of civilization.”  The 
faculty at VIU hope to teach the content 
and practical skills to the next generation 
of leaders to have the tools themselves to 
lead and create positive change. 

For more information, check out 
our website at https://socialsciences.
viu.ca/mcp. n
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